SIX WORD MEMOIR PROJECT

There’s a literary legend that Ernest Hemingway was once challenged in a bar to write a story in
only six words, a novel that would tell the whole story, and he wrote, ‘For sale: baby shoes,
never worn.” “

Rachel Fershleiser and Smith Magazine co-founder Larry Smith started a contest in which
people wrote six-word stories of their own, as memoirs — then put hundreds of them into a new
book, “Not Quite What | Was Planning: Six-Word Memoirs by Writers Famous and Obscure.”

“I really believe everyone has a story,” says Larry Smith, “and a lot of people are afraid to start
telling their story, (saying things such as), ‘Oh, | don’t write for The New Yorker’ or ‘I’m not
going to have a best-selling memoir.” But, with six words, anyone can start, and when we asked
people to tell their story in six words, they came bursting through our doors.”

More than 15,000 entries poured in from around the country, some filled with heart, others with
happiness. Publisher Harper Perennial calls them "fascinating, hilarious, shocking, and moving.”

Entries included the likes of “Adopted baby. Got pregnant. Instant family” and “Love annihilated
thirty year age difference.”

In the spirit of the “Six Word Memoir” the WGH Publications team decided to throw the idea

out there and see what we would get in return. Many thanks go out to the English faculty that put
the project to the seniors. The following pages are the collection of “memoirs” that we received.

Enjoy!
See you in NYC on Broadway!

-- Hilary Hapgood

Get like me. Wait. You can’t!
-- Lisa Franks

Learned to dance in the rain.
-- Miss B
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